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Albania’s Journey Towards ESN Family 
On the 22nd of September 2019, the Erasmus Student Network welcomed Albania as its 41st country​​​​​​​.

At the Council of National Representatives meeting in Glasgow, that took place from the 19th to the 22nd of September, representatives of 40 ESN member countries approved ESN Tirana as a member of the network.
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Erasmus Student Network is proud to be offering services to an increasing number of international and exchange students for 30 years.

In 1987 a plan to create an extensive mobility scheme for higher education was approved by the European Community (EC). One part of this was the Erasmus programme - for students in order to provide the opportunity to spend part of their studies abroad.

In 1989 the Erasmus Bureau invited 32 former Erasmus Students for an evaluation meeting in Gent, Belgium. This meeting was a starting point for Erasmus Student Network. The problems that became obvious in the evaluation were the main tasks for the founders of ESN to work on. Behind all this stood the idea of "students helping students", which is still the most important motto of ESN volunteers.

On 16th of October 1989, the first section using the name Erasmus Student Network, was founded in Utrecht, The Netherlands.

The idea to apply for an ESN section in Tirana started spontaneously, as all good ideas do. Back then we were working as a team with the first few exchange students that were in Albania, in order to provide them with a smooth integration in Tirana. At a macro level, Albania is trying to adhere into European standards, structures and initiatives, therefore having Albania on the map of Erasmus Student Network, is seen as a way to increase the country's international students. I personally believe that having ESN in Tirana and having international students in Albanian Universities, shall cause a chain effect that will improve even the quality of education in the country. 
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Besides this, on behalf of the ESN Tirana team, I would state that being part of ESN is like being part of a European family, which is there to support you with everything
During all these months, ESN in Albania worked with 30 incoming students and managed to recruit 15 local members, who worked towards youth empowerment and cultural adaptation of international students in Albania. We have managed to organize several events such as 2 consecutive weeks full of events, within Erasmus+ Week 2019 and 2020. 
Despite tha pandemics, ESN Tirana supported ESN International in the dissemination and data gathereing for the report on COVID-19 in student mobilities across Europe.

We are grateful of our partners such as NEO, Universities supporting us as well as partner NGOs such as SCiDEV, for the joint events we have shifted successfully online, by still keeping the level of quality.

Special thanks to all our members, volunteers and buddies for keeping up their motivation towards education and youth work!

“1 year and a half of Erasmus Student Network in Albania”
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Lutjona Lula
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